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GIMP Basics One

This tutorial covers how to open a saved image, remove the background, and save the file so that it remains open
for future editing.

Opening an Image

Step 1: Click File>Open.

4&) GNU Image Manipulation Program

Eile Edit Select View Image Layer
New... Ctri+N
Create >

Ctrl+0

'™ Open as Layers... Ctrl+Alt+0

@ Open Location...

Open Recent 4

B Save Ctrl+S

Save As... Shift+Ctrl+S
Save a Copy...

Save as Template...

B Revert

i Page Setup

& Print... Ctri+P

R Close Ctrl+W

® Closeall Shift+Ctri+ W

@ Quit Ctrl+Q

Step 2: Navigate to the location of your image files.

Step 3: Select the image you want and Click Open.

4 Open Image e

{Otthr”TeenPrgms H TeenReadWeek H READ Poster Images ]
Places + | Name 4 Modified + Preview
@® Recently U... % Ann-Final-Seus... 10/13/2011 |

[ erica.com... F Ann-Final-Seus... 12/9/2011 |
[ Desktop % Ann-Final-Seus... 12/9/2011
& Local Disk... || | = poster-pics-64,j... 9/6/2011

# DVD RWD... A poster-pics-66... 9/6/2011

- IMBackup (... A poster-pics-67,... 9/6/2011

» Personal (T:) “A poster-pics-69.j... 9/6/2011 No selectio

= Shared (U:) 4 poster-pics-70,j... 9/6/2011
[ Documents A poster-pics-71.,j... 9/6/2011

Add Remove B
[# Select File Type (Automatically Detected)

Help Open ] [ Cancel ]

Tip: Depending on the settings of your computer, you may get a dialog box that opens and asks you to
convert the image to RGB. Select Convert and check the box that says “Don’t ask me again.”
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GIMP Basics One

Your screen should look something like this:
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GIMP Basics One

Naming Layers

Let’s do one more step before we work with your image and extract the background.
To make it easier to keep track of the different layers we will start by renaming the first layer of the image.
Step 1: Double Click on the Background layer (see above) and rename it Original Image.
Step 2: Click Enter to accept the changes.
Step 3: Click on Create Duplicate Layer.
¢ & |83 8

Step 4: Rename the duplicate layer MASK using the same method as above.

Step 5: Select Original Image layer.

Step 6: Click on the Eye Icon to hide this layer. The eye icon disappears.

EHE WA

Tip: You will not see any change to your screen!
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GIMP Basics One

Using Intelligent Scissors to Make a Selection

You are now going to use the scissors tool to select specific areas of the image so that we can apply something
called a Mask. The mask enables us to hide what we don’t want and show what we do want on the READ poster.
We will go into more detail on masks later, but for now it is important to understand that masks are a way of
“removing” parts of an image by hiding them, not deleting them.

Step 1: Click on the Mask layer to make it the active layer.
Step 2: Use the Navigation dialog box tools to zoom in and fill the screen with your image.

Step 3: Choose Intelligent Scissors on the Toolbox.

Toolbox
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Scissors (=
Mode: (M) Wl
V| Antafasing

Feather edges

Interactive boundary

Step 4: Place the pointed edge of the cursor on the edge of your photo and click to set a point.

You are going to use the scissors to draw a line as close to the edge of the
photo as you can in order to select the parts you want to keep. You do this by
clicking to set the point, moving the cursor to another area and clicking to set
another point. Keep moving around the image in the same direction until you
have selected the entire image you want to keep.

Tip: If you need to refine the line you created you can click on the line
using the Scissors tool and it will create new points on the line.

Tip: Click on the starting point to complete the line around the image.




GIMP Basics One

Your image should look something like this:

= Tip: The Intelligent Scissors are smart enough to follow
the color of the edge somewhat as you click on the image. You
can see how important it is to have a contrasting background
when you take your photos as you complete this task!
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Step 5: Hit Enter to accept this selection. The dots will change to “marching ants.”

Step 6: Go to Select > Invert. This inverts the selection you created using the scissors. You will not see any
changes to the image yet.

Select View Image Layer Colors Tool

LAl Ctri+A
X None Shift+Ctrl+A
D Invert Ctrl+]
> Float Shift+Ctri+L
5§ By Color Shift+0
B From Path Shift+V

(] Selection Editor
Feather...
Sharpen
v o Shrink...
Border...
Distort...
Rounded Rectangle...

Toggle Quick Mask Shift+Q
%] Saveto Channel
®. ToPath
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GIMP Basics One

Adding a Mask to an Image
Step 1: Choose Layer > Mask > Add Layer Mask.

Layer Colors Tools Filters Windows }

New Layer... Shift+Ctrl+N
New from Visible
S Duplicate Layer Shift+Ctrl+D
sy Anchor Layer Ctrl+H
<l Merge Down
& Delete Layer
Stack 3
Mask » |G Add Layer Mask...
— Iransparency 4 Apply L-ayer Mask
Iransform "| @ Delete Layer Mask
B, Layer Boundary Size... Show Layer Mask
"0 Layer to Image Size Edit Layer Mask
B Scale Layer... Disable Layer Mask

/> Crop to Selection Mask to Selection

Add to Selection

Autocrop Layer

Tip: A new dialog box will open.
Step 2: By default White (full opacity) is chosen. This is the selection you want.

Step 3: Click Add. You still do not see any changes! Don’t worry!

4 Add Layer Mask M

Add a Mask to the Layer )
Mask-11 (poster-pics-78jpg)

Initialize Layer Mask to:

() Black (full transparency;
() Layer's alpha channel
() Transfer layer's alpha channel
() Selection

() Grayscale copy of layer

() Channel

[] Invert mask
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GIMP Basics One

Step 4: In the toolbox select the Bucket Fill tool.

Toolbox

Step 5: Click on the Foreground and Background Colors box in the toolbox area.
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Tip: A new dialog box will open and we will use it to change the foreground color to black.
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GIMP Basics One

Step 6: Click and drag the pointer to the top left corner to select black.
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Step 7: Click OK.

Step 8: Using the Bucket Fill tool, click on the Background (in this case the white sheet area) of the image. This
hides the background and displays it as a checkerboard. YOU WILL NOT SEE A BLACK BACKGROUND.

Your image should look something like this:

T+ QUARK /e JAGUAR W

Tip: The marching ants are still on the image.
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Step 9: Choose Select > None. The marching ants should disappear from the image.

VSeIect View lmage Lgyer Colors Tool

- Ctri+A
Ix None ShibetrIoAl
[F invert Ctrl+1
-~ Eloat Shift+Ctrl+L
"§ By Color Shift+0
8 From Path Shift+V
(7] Selection Editor

Feather...

Sharpen
s % Shrink...
:: Grow...

Border...

Distort...

Rounded Rectangle...

Toggle Quick Mask Shift+Q
4] Saveto Channel
@, ToPath

Step 10: On the Layer dialog box, Click Create a New Layer and rename it Fill.
¢ & 8§ J 9

Step 11: Click on the Foreground and Background Color area in the toolbox and a new dialog box opens.
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Step 12: Drag your cursor over the colored boxes to choose a color to use for the fill color. Click OK.

Old:

Tip: You will want to choose a color that has a similar color to the background of the poster you will be
using later. This will allow you to see what the photo will look like on that color background as you refine the
edges.

Step 13: Select the Bucket Fill tool from the toolbox
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GIMP Basics One

Step 14: Select the Fill Layer. (It turns blue when it is the active layer.)

Layers, Channels, Paths, Undo - 8../&§
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Opacity: D 1000 §
Lock:

.
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Step 15: Click the Bucket Fill on the checkered background to fill with the chosen color.

Tip: Your image will disappear. Don’t worry we just have to change the orders of the layers to make your
image visible and continue working.

Step 16: Click on the Fill layer and drag it below the Mask layer.

Layers, Channels, Paths, Undo - B..@

.annaﬁermaskxcf-l v
B 70

Layers

Mode: Normal B

Opacy: (i) 2000 ¢

e [ 8
> R
A

Layers, Channels, Paths, Undo - 8...5

'annaftermaskxcf-l E

TR, | 4
7 |
=y 5
|

Page | 11

Layers = l
Mode: Normal B
Opacay: [:] 1000 3
Lock

|:| =
Original Image

¢ 5 85 4 89



GIMP Basics One

Your image should now look something like this:
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The Intelligent Scissors do a pretty good job of cutting out the image, but we still need to refine the edges and clean
up some areas that were missed. We will do that in the next tutorial.
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